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Chairman's Letter
Dear Member,
It is with very great pleasure that I am able to tell you that Pete Lovell is now a
National League Umpire!! This is a tremendous achievement and I know you all
join me in giving heartiest congratulations and very best wishes to you Pete as
you take this latest step in your umpiring career.
We have had a very busy period recently with providing umpires for Junior
County games, Cup games, tournaments, coaching sessions, including the
coaching of four young people from schools who are interested in taking up
umpiring. Our thanks to BAC, Avonmouth, Thornbury and Nailsea LHC clubs for
their help and support with these youngsters.Thanks must go to Lynda Watts for
the hard work she has put in contacting all schools with details of umpiring
courses etc.
We have been pleased to offer Junior County games to seven umpires who
umpired these games for the first time. Avon Juniors continue to provide superb
games and great hockey and are a credit to the coaches and Junior Committee
who work so hard with these youngsters year in and year out.
Summer League looms.... if you would like a coaching game... or just to try a
game at a different level/different teams, please let any member of the
Committee know.
It is also the time of year for AGM's and you will find more details of this in the
Newsletter, and will be receiving nomination forms etc. shortly.
I must thank all members of the Committee for their really hard work again this
year... and also to so many of you for the tremendous support you have given to
the Committee and to me personally during my four years as Chairman. There
have been many achievements over these years, and there is a lot more we
should like to do....if you feel you could offer to help please talk with one of us
about joining the Committee.
Best Wishes
John

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
DATE
16/03/97

EVENT
AEWHA Cup (Round 5) / Plate (Round 4)

VENUE

23/03/97

West Veterans Tournament

Clifton College

27-31/03/97
28-31/03/97

U18 & U16 International Tournament
European Clubs Cup Winners Cup

06/04/97

AEWHA Cup (Round 6) / Plate (Round 5)

13/04/97
18-20/04/97
26-27/04/97
07/05/97
10/05/97
11/05/97

West U19 Clubs
National League Promotion/Relegation
AEWHA County Championship Finals
AGM
AEWHA U19 Club Championships
AEWHA Cup (Round 7) / Plate (Round 6)

16-19/05/97

European Club Championship

18/05/97
24/05/97
25/05/97

West AGM & ALM
AEWHA Veterans Championships
AEWHA Cup / Plate / U15 Cup Finals

Germany

Clifton College
Milton Keynes
East
Clifton College
Milton Keynes

Taunton
Milton Keynes
Milton Keynes

Should any member have an event that they feel would be of interest to
other members, please do not hesitate to send details to any member of the
committee for inclusion in this newsletter.

CLIFTON FIXTURES 1996/7
15th March 1997
22nd March 1997
12th April 1997

Clifton
Clifton
Clifton

v Slough
v Trojans
v Sutton Canada Life

Appointments
Your committee have recently made the following appointments:
AEWHA Plate

Possibrands v C'cester

Liz Powell

Gloucester v Yate

Richard Powell

Bath v E.Gloucester

Andrew Steel

Bath v Pickwick

Steve Cox

Yate v Worcester

Shellagh Millman

County Junior 'B'
T'ment

Shellagh Millman
Bob Keeley
Clifton v Possibrands

Sharon Gibson

Avon U19 Cup Final
Sarah King

Congratulations and thanks go to those concerned.

Whilst surfing the Internet recently, I found a copy of the Hockey rules from the
season 1892/3 and thought you might find them interesting. My first thoughts
were, would rule 19 work in today's competitive game, and the wording of rule 8
seems a little peculiar.

1892-3 AUTHORISED RULES OF THE GAME OF HOCKEY
1. A hockey team shall number eleven players, unless otherwise agreed by
the respective captains.
2. The ground shall be 100yds. long and not more than 60 nor less than
50yds wide, marked with white lines, and with a flag at each corner. The
longer sides to be called the "side lines" and the shorter sides the "goal
lines."
3. The goals shall be in the centre of each goal line, and shall consist of two
uprights 12ft apart, with a horizontal bar 7ft from the ground.
4. In front of each goal line shall be drawn a line 12ft long, parallel to the goal
line and 15 yds from it. The ends of this line shall be curved round to the
goal lines by quarter circles, of which the goal posts form the centres. This
line to be called the "striking circle."
5. The ball shall be an ordinary cricket ball, painted white.
6. The ball must be painted white with ordinary white paint.
7. The sticks shall have no metal fittings whatever, and no sharp edges and
they must be able to pass through a ring 2in. in diameter.
8. No player is to have any metal spikes or projecting nails in his boots or
shoes.
9. The choice of the goals shall be tossed for at the beginning of the game,
and the goals shall be changed at half time.
10. The game shall be started by one player of each side bullying the ball in
the centre of the ground, and after each goal and after half time, there
shall be a bully in the centre of the ground. The bully shall be played as
follows: Each player is to strike the ground on his own side of the ball, and
his opponent's stick over the ball three times alternately; after which either
of the two players shall be at liberty to strike the ball.
11. In all cases of a bully, every player shall be between the ball and his own
goal line, except the two players who are bullying, who shall stand facing
the side lines.
12. A goal is scored when the ball has been driven between the goal posts
under the bar, the whole ball having passed over the line. No goal can be
scored unless the ball be hit from a point within the striking circle. A ball
struck from without the striking circle, and touching or glancing off the
person or stick of a player on the defending side, cannot score a goal.
13. When a player hits the ball, any player of the same side who at the
moment of hitting is nearer his opponent's goal line is off side, and may
not touch the ball himself, nor may he approach within five yards of it until
it has been touched or been hit by one of the other side, or, in the case of
a goal keeper, until it has been hit or kicked by him, nor in any way
whatever interfere with any other player unless there are at least three of
his opponents nearer their own goal line.

14. The ball may be caught (but must be dropped at once on the ground) or
stopped with any part of the body; but it must not be picked up, carried,
kicked, or knocked on, except with the stick. There shall be no play with
the back of the stick and no left or back-handed play, charging, kicking,
collaring, shinning, or tripping shall be allowed. Fencing or hooking sticks
shall not be allowed, unless one of the players is on the ball. A player shall
not run in between his opponent and the ball so as to obstruct him, nor
cross him from the left so as to foul him. In the event of a player crossing
from the left and touching the ball before touching his opponent, it shall
not be considered a foul. The goal keeper, who shall be named by his
captain before the commencement of the game, shall, however, be
allowed to kick the ball so long as it is within the striking circle.
15. When a player strikes at the ball, his stick must not during any portion of
the stroke rise above his shoulder. And no player may interfere in any way
with the game unless his stick be in his hand.
16. On the occasion of a free hit, no member of the offending side shall be
within 5yds. of the spot where such hit is made, and the striker must not
play the ball again until it has touched or been hit by another player.
17. The penalty for any breach of Rules 12, 13, 14, and 15, committed outside
the striking circles, shall be a "free hit" by one of the opposite side on the
spot where the rule was broken. For any breach of Rules 12, 13, 14, and
15 by the attacking side, committed within the striking circle, a free hit may
be claimed by the defending side inside the striking circle, the attacking
side can only claim a "bully." No claim for such breach of the rules by the
defaulting side to be allowed.
18. When the ball passes over the "side line," it shall be rolled out along the
ground from where it crossed the line by one of the opposite side to that of
the player who last touched it in any direction except forward. No other
player shall stand within 5yds. of the sideline. The ball may be rolled out at
once, and the player who rolls it out must not touch the ball again until it
has been touched or been hit by another player.
19. If the ball is hit behind the goal line by the attacking side, it shall be
brought out 25 yds. in a direction at right angles to the goal line from a
point where it crossed the line and there "bullied;" but if the ball glance off,
or is hit behind by, any player of the defending side, a player of the
attacking side shall have a free hit from a point on the side or base line
within a yard of the nearest corner flag, and at the moment of such hit, all
the defending side must be behind their goal line, and all the attacking
side must be outside the striking circle.
20. Should there be no umpire or umpires appointed by the two captains, the
captains shall be the arbitrators in all disputes, and should two umpires or
arbitrators fail to agree, they must appoint a referee, whose decision shall
be final. Where there are two umpires but no referee, each umpire to take
half the field and give his decisions in his half only but to take the whole of
one side line, the field to be divided across by a line drawn at right angles
to the side lines, through the centre of the ground. The two umpires shall
not cross over at half time.

Dear Marge
Your questions answered

Dear Marge,
In a recent match the ball became lodged in the top of the keeper's pads and my
colleague blew his whistle to stop the game. He then awarded a bully on the 16
yard line, however he insisted that all players were closer to their own goal line
than the ball, an on-side bully, was he correct a) to stop the game and b) in the
way in which he restarted it?
Dear member,
Something that happens more regularly than we might think. Your colleague
was correct to stop the game and award a bully, however there is no longer
any requirement for this to be an on-side bully. Players of both sides may
stand where they like provided they are 5 yards from the restart.
AGM
This year's AGM has been set for 7th May 1997 at Clifton College at 8pm
You will recall that there is a proposal to move the AGM from May to September
each year, please find enclosed a copy of this proposal for your consideration.
Also enclosed are nomination forms for your committee, please complete these
and return as soon as possible, ensuring that those nominated are willing to
stand.
It is hoped that as many members as possible will attend.
1996/97 Committee
Chairman

John Burr

Secretary

John James

Treasurer

Pete Lovell

Committee

Val Harding
Liz Powell
Richard Powell
Lynda Watts

This is your Newsletter and any comments or views you may have would
be gratefully received, please send them to any member of the Committee.

